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ONE WAS A CREATURE THAT FLUTTERED AND 
CIRCLED IN THE SHACOWS OF A QUIET LABORA- 


THROUGH THE DARK BYWAYS OF ETERNAL 
MIPNIGHT! TOGETHER, THEY FORMED THE 
BAT AND THE BRAIN -- HIDEOQUSLY FUSED 
BY THE WILL OF A VAMPIRE/ 


RSS 


AS 


NG 


I'M NO SCIENTIST.-SO I DON'T UNDERSTAND 
WHY DON HAS SHUT HIMSELF IN A 
LONELY LABORATORY FOR OVER A 


barr GOING TO MARRY-- AND NO 
A EXPERIMENT'S GOING To KEEP 
US APART ANOTHER MOMENT! 


NHL Y} . [ | 


BARBARA! I WAS ON THE WDARLING-- YOU LOOK ALL I'VE NOTICED 1S AN OCCASIONAL 
VERGE OF PHONING YOU-- 4 TIRED! WHATEVER / |i HEADACHE -- PROBABLY BROUGHT ON BY 
BECAUSE I'VE JUST YOU'VE BEEN THE EXCITEMENT OF MY DISCOVERY! 
ABOUT WOUND UP THE WORKING ON-- YOU SEE, I'VE HAD SOME AMAZING 
FIRST PHASE OF ~ IT'S BEEN A EXPERIENCES WITH A-- WELL, I 
TERRIBLE SUPPOSE YOU COULD CALL 
STRAIN! ‘ IT AN ANIMAL! 


THEN-- TWITCHING AND RUSTLING ON 
fa THE SHADOWED RIM-- 
HEAVENS, DON--} YOU'LL SEE-- AS SOON AS I've 

YOU MAKE IT / CONCENTRATED A FEW WATCH, OHH! IT'S A 
SOUND SECONDS / THERE'S SOME- BARBARA-- HORRID LITTE 
WONDERFULLY THING IN THAT BOX-- ANO HERE IT BAT! 


MYSTERIOUS! |\ I’M GOING TO BRING COMES / 
WHAT IS THIS 7 e 
g 


THING? 


YOU WANTED? YOU TOLD } | 
THING HORRIFIES ABRUPTLY-- \\ ME TO STOP IT-- 
ME-- STOP IT! RIGHT BACK AND I Dip/ 

yy TO THE BOX! = 


— 


ny 


| \ 


DON-- THIS 1S YOU DON'T UNDERSTAND, 
INCREDIBLE / BARBARA! I CREATEO 5& 
YOU COULON'T THAT BAT! 

HAVE SPENT A 


VY WHAT? (WELL, 710 BE MORE Ac- WH 
Y-YOU MEAN) CURATE-- IT'S NOT ALIVE/ 
& IT'S MERELY A MECHANICAL 


? ee A TINY ROBOT 
3 IRELY CONTROLLED ~ 
WHOLE MONTH.- Z BY MY THOUGHT WAVES! 
a 


JUST TRAINING 
THAT MONSTROUS 
LITTLE CREATURE! 


THOUGHT WAVES GENERATE FAINT ELECTRICAL \ FANTASTIC x KNEW YOU'D ASK THAT! 
IMPULSES THAT ARE PICKED UP By SENsiTiVe } ISN'T THE WORD )/ TO BEGIN WITH-- LIVING 
REACTOR CELLS IN THE BAT'S MECHANISM! < FOR IT! IF YOU ORGANISMS EITHER SWIM, 
THERE, THE IMPULSES ARE TRANSFORMED INTO ) HAD TO TEST WALK, CRAWL--OR FLY! 
ENERGY-- GIVING THE BAT MOTION! THAT'S YOUR REACTOR 
WHY, WHEN MY BRAIN CONCENTRATES ON ~“CELLS ON AN ARTI- 
THE REACTOR CELLS, THE BAT BECOMES } FICIAL ANIMAL-- 

|ALMOST A LIVING THING -- ANO ITS WHAT EVER MADE 
FLUTTERING TAKES ON A FANTASTIC YOU CHOOSE A 

REALISM! | BAT? y 


OF THESE MOVEMENTS-- FLYING IS THE ONE 


\T'S REALLY AN \ BLAME THAT ON THE HEAD- 
MOST AFFECTED BY THINGS LIKE WIND AMAZING DIS- ~/ ACHES I MENTIONED, HONEY.- 


CURRENTS ANO ATMOSPHERIC PRESSURE! COVERY, DON-- NOT BRAIN WAVES USING A 
ACCORDINGLY, A DECISIVE TEST REQUIRED A \BUT DON'T YOU |} MERE MILLIONTH OF A VOLT! 
FLYING MECHANISM-- AND IT SO HAPPENS | THINK IT CAN 4 ANYWAY, I'LL WIND THINGS uP 
THAT THE ANATOMY OF A BAT IS PERFECT. / BE CARRIED in TWO MORR. GANS —- AND If 
LY SUITED TO THE REACTOR TOO FAR? WHEN\| YOU WANT TO USE THE SPARE, 
CELL MECHANISM / THE BAT'S IN ROOM-- YOU CAN GIVE 
y MOTION, YOU ME A HAND! 
GET PALE ANO 
TENSE.- AS IF 
IT'S DRAINING 
YOUR ENERGY! 


A FEW FINAL AND FLIT IN THE SHADOWED SOLITUDE-- 
ACTIVATE THAT CREATURE } OBSERVATIONS! I KEEP WONDERING IF THESE 
AGAIN 2 AFTER ALL-- IT'S PRETTY LATE, RECENT HEADACHES AREN'T DUE 
YOU'VE ALREADY fo BARBARA. WHY TO MENTAL STRAIN! coyip 
PROVED P 'T YOU GO BE_I'M_MISTAKEN -- 

youR UPSTAIRS? BUT I SEEM TO HAVE 

THEORY! ( MORE AND MORE 
2 DIFFICULTY MAKING 
THE BAT RESPOND 
TO My THOUGHT 


I'M JUST MAKING A MOMENT LATER-- WATCHING THE THING WHEEL 
° DON-- OO YOU HAVE TO 


GO BACK TO THE TABLE ! 


STRANGE THAT (T SHOULD MOVE EVEN 
GO BACK-- AND REMAIN SLIGHTLY.- WHEN I'M NO LONGER GIVING OuT 
MOTIONLESS! THOUGHT IMPULSES! BUT IT WOULD BE ABSURD 
TO THINK THAT THE CREATURE'S DEVELOPING SOME 
SORT OF INDEPENDENCE OF ACTION ! THERE MUST 

BE SOME OTHER REASON-- SOME- 

THING THAT CAN BE EXPLAINED 

SCIENTIFICALLY! 


SUODENLY-- AS THE ORIFTING MIST GATHERS 
INTO A SHAPE OF HORROR-- 

HIM PEERING AT THE BAT-- 

AFTER IT ALIGHTED ON THE 

TABLE! MY OWN OREAD |S 

BAD ENOUGH-- BUT WHEN = 

SEE HIM BEGINNING TO ( 

DOUBT -- I CAN'T BEAR | 

THE THOUGHT OF GOING 


WHAT Is IT2 


THOSE HIDEOUS WYES.- BEFORE, MY PHANTOM 
WINGS ARE JUST | MIND COULD ONLy SEEK OUT 
LIKE THE BATS! @ NICTIMS! BUT NOW IT WILL 
BE DIFFERENT-- NOW = 
HAVE FOUND A WAY TO 
PREY ON THEM! 


\T WAS A GHOST.- WITH HORRIBLE 
BAT WINGS:- AND IT FLUTTERED OUT 
HAPPENED?) OF THE WINOOW JUST AS YOU REACHED 
id fg THE DOOR! THE THING SPOKE 
! fh, (0, ME, DON-- SOMETHING 7 


| i AsouT porih hated ONE : 
oe VICTIMS ! y 
< i] \=ptm—e Z yt 


Zs 


I SENSED YESTER-] BARBARA, THERE'S ONLY 
DAY THAT YOU'D ONE THING THAT'LL CON- 
GONE TOO FAR, J~ VINCE YOU! I WANT YOU 
DON-- AND TO EXAMINE THE BAT 
NOW I'M CLOSELY.- SATISFYING YOUR- 
SURE SELF THAT IT'S NOTHING BUTA 
OF IT! MECHANICAL GADGET-- INCA: 
PABLE OF DOING ANYTHING 
UNLESS IT'S DIRECTED BYA 
r 7 BRAIN! 


YE GODS-- BARBARA)! 
SOUNDS SCARED 
WITHIN AN INCH 

OF HER LIFE! 


LET'S CALM DOWN! YOU 
MUST HAVE DOZED OFF-- 
AND YOUR UNCONSCIOUS 
FEAR OF THE ARTIFICIAL 
BAT WAS EXPRESSED 
IN A NIGHTMARE! 


I TELL you I 
SAW THE 
THING AND 
HEARD \T! 


TWIG BRUSHING THE 
WINDOW -- OR PAPERS 
ON MY DESK RUSTLED 
BY THE BREEZE-- BUT 
'T CAN'T BE WHAT 
YOU THINK IT IS/ 


SEE 7 THERE'S )/YES-- IT'S MOTIONLESS P YOU'RE RIGHT-- Jf YOU'RE BLINDING YOURSELF 
THE BAT ON NOW! BUT THAT'S BUT THAT'S TO THE TRUTH BECAUSE 
THE TABLE NOT THE TABLE YOU EASY TO EXPLAIN/} YOU'RE A_SCIENTIST-- 
MOTIONLESS! LEFT IT ON! THE BAT ONLY UNWILLING TO FACE ANy- 
WEIGHS A FEW Jf THING YOU CAN'T EXPLAIN! 
OUNCES-- A PLEASE, DON-- FROM 


GUST OF WINO NOW ON KEEP THIS 
WINDOW CLOSED! Joe 


COULD EASILY 
HAVE SwePT 
IT Across 


WHY, HONEY-- AFRAID ) I'M SURE YOU ARE, 
'T MIGHT GET OUT? / DON! TONIGHT YOU 
OKAY, I'LL GIVE IN OID SOMETHING VERY 
TO YOUR WHIM.-- STRANGE--YOU MOVED BAFFLED ANDO AFRAIO/ / IN THE LIVING 
BUT DON'T THINK ) THE BAT WITH A YOU DON'T EVEN HAVE TO <(_ROOM-- I HAVE 
I'M CONVINCED! / FORCEPS -- AS IF 


SAY \T-- ONLY LET'S GET SOME WORK 
YOU'RE UNCONSCIOUSLy) OUT OF HERE TONIGHT! 


TO DO/ 
AWARE THAT _THE 
7 THING'S P33 
ALIVE/ 


AS THE MINUTES TICK PAST-- ANO THE RESTLESS 
MOONLIGHT GLISTENS ON WINGS WITH 
I KNOW WHAT YOU HAVE IN MINO-- BUT NEITHER LIFE NOR MOTION-- 
FOR HEAVEN'S SAKE -- BE CAREFuL! ( GHOULO I DESTROY IT-- AND AOMIT I've 
I'VE GOT A OREADFUL FEELING THAT TAMPEREDO WITH A FORCE I SHOULD HAVE LEFT 
IVS TOO LATE-- THAT ME WON'T UNFATHOMED ? OR SHOULD I STICK TO WHAT L 
LET YOU DESTROY IT/ TOLO BARBARA-- THAT THE BAT'S A THING 
" THAT MUST BE DIRECTED BY A BRAIN4 


GOOD LORD.-- PERHAPS THAT EXPLAINS NO, THAT CAN'T BE TRUE-- BECAUSE 
THE FATIGUE I FEEL AFTER EXPERI- THE BAT DOESN'T SHOW A SINGLE 
MENTING WITH THE BAT-- THE SENSA- SIGN OF LIFE! I'LL AOMIT THAT 
TION THAT SOMETHING'S RUNNING THE EYES HAVE AN AMAZINGLY 
COUNTER TO MY MY THOUGHT REALISTIC GLEAM -- BUT THAT'S 
IMPULSES! 1S THERE A FORCE AT 4UST A_DETAIL I HADN'T 
vvORK HERE THAT I HAVEN'T 


NOTICED BEFORE! 
RECKONED WITH-- ANOTHER BRAIN2 


TWO FORMS DART TOWARD THE LABORATORY 
DOOR-- ONE A MAN SHAKEN TO HIS SOUL-- 
BARBARA ! SOMETHING'S AND THE OTHER-- 
WRONG -- IN THE YE GoDS-- THE BAT/ SOMETHING'S 
LIVING ROOM! CONTROLLING IT -- GUIDING IT TO 
WHERE SHE |S! 


— 
IN THE FIRST FRANTIC INSTANT, THE SHADOWED 


FROM NOW UNTIL THE END OF TiMe, 
ROOM HOLDS NOTHING BUT A WHITE.FACED Wee Ani Tine DRAIN Wa aor 
GIRL -- ANO THE SKITTERING BEAT OF SMALL EVIL-- THE BAT WITH ITS FANGS. 
BLACK WINGS-- < 
THERE! GOOD —— | ANDO BOTH WITH THE 
HEAVENS, CAN'T you SOUL OF A 
SEE IT-- AGAINST j VAMPIRE ! , 
THE WALL? 1 y 


C277 DON-- THAT 
] PREY |S WHAT WE WILLY! HORRIBLE THING-- 
SEEK HENCEFORTH--THE })  it1S FLAPPING 
BAT SUSTAINING ITSELF A TOWARD ME! 


WITH BLOOD -- THE 
BRAIN FEASTING 
ON THE VICTIM'S 
TERROR! 


TWO PAIRS OF WINGS BEAT WILOLY AGAINST 
THE WALL --ONE OF THEM SILENT AND DIMMING 
-- THE OTHER WHIRRING IN A WEIRO METALLIC 


YOU WON'T HAVE TO WATCH 


THIS MUCH LONGER, BARBARA 


-- THE VAMPIRE'S STARTING 
‘TO DISAPPEAR -- AND THE 
BAT NO LONGER HAS 
ANY CONTROL! 


THE BAT'S THERE'S NOTHING TO BE AFRAID 


COMPLETELY ) OF! WITH THE BRAIN DESTROYED, 
SMASHED-- / THE BAT BECAME A MERE 
BUT EVEN INANIMATE MACHINE-- ANO 
Now I THERE'S WHAT |S LEFT/ 
DREAD 

LOOKING 

AT IT! 


THEN-- AS THE WRITHING FIGURE 
FADES OFF- 


OON, NOW THAT IT'S \ MANBE YOURE 
OVER-- MAYBE IT'S | RIGHT, HONEY-- BLT 
BEST 10 FORGET IT'D BE A LOT 
ABOUT YOUR RE- EASIER IF I HADN'T 
ACTOR CELLS -- DESTROYED THAT 
ANDO TRY TO RE- “THING THE WAY A 
MEMBER THE VAMPIRE SHOULD 
PHANTOM BRAIN AS) BE DESTROYED-- 


A _HORRIFYING WITH A SILVER 
ILLUSION! 


E7FROM THE LOWER DEPTHS THEY CAME, STABBING 
THE AIR WITH FITFUL pie THEIR HORRIFIC FORMS 
THE /K 


ENCRUSTED WITH INK SHROUDS OF MOULDY 
DEATH! PRIMEVAL OOZE WAS THEIR BIRTHPLACE, 
EVIL WAS THEIR MASTER,AND DEATH WAS THE 
PRICE FOR ALL WHO OPPOSED THE WILL OF --- 


Wes WERE-FIENDS Ff = 


FINLAND! * 
K Ay wz &S 


(Gare ONE EVENING, IN THE RESEARCH WING OF A 
FINNISH HOSPITAL --- 


JASTIC, DR. KOLJAS, Bi 
CONVICTION THAT SCIENTIFIC 
RESEARCH WILL SOON ANSWER 
SOME OF LIFE'S DARKEST 


LIKE MOST AMERICANS, IT'S THE 


CHALL 


ENGE OF SOLVING ANCIENT 


RIDDLES THAT INTERESTS YOU MOST! 

THAT'S FINE---BUT IF YOU ARE 

REALLY TO SUCCEED IN MEDICINE, 
YOU MUST BE 


BECAUSE OUR KNOWLEDGE |S 
ONLY A SMALL ISLAND IN A SEA 
OF BLACK IGNORANCE! JN SHORT, 
WE ARE STILL ONLY GROPING 


FOR ANSWERS TO TH 
ETERNAL wvsteries | J 


BUT, YOU CAN'T 

MEAN THAT!NOT 
YOU ---THE GREAT 
DR. KOLJAS ! 


BUT I _DO---EVERY '\( MY PURPOSE IN COMING TO FINLAND 
WORD OF IT! CAN ) WAS TO WORK WITH YOU, DOCTOR! IF 
ALSO PROVE WHAT / YOU HAVE SOMETHING TO SHOW 

T SAY, \F YOU CAN g| ME,I WANT To SEE IT, NO 


WITHSTAND THE MATTER WHAT? 
SHOCK! 


JUST ONE QUESTION, MARK---DO NO? THEN 

YOU BELIEVE IN TRANSMUTATION, EXPLAIN 

=-- THE CHANGING FROM ONE ANIMAL THIS! 

PLACE, DOCTOR?) TWO CENTURIES FORM INTO ANOTHER 7 

IT CANT BE AGO THIS TOWER “ THAT'S 

PART OF THE HOUSED EXTREME SUPERSTITIOUS 

HOSPITAL! MENTAL CASESt ITS ROT,POCTOR! 
: USE AT THIS MOMENT OF COURSE,I 

|S FOR---ER EXPERI 

MENTAL RE- 

SEARCH! J | 


GOOD LORO!IT'S A BEAST--- STEADY,MARK!IN A FEW MOMENTS B-BUT THAT'S 
HUMAN FORM! IT WILL EXHAUST ITSELF INTO A IMPOSSIBLE! 
5 7H STATE OF UNCONSCIOUSNESS! 
> THEN WE'LL GO IN AND YOU CAN 
EXAMINE IT FOR YOURSELF ---AN 
7 ACTUAL SPECIMEN OF OUR 


THEY'RE JUST 


Lf, ANCIENT FINNISH WERE- 
WM FIENDS! = 


wey 
+) LEGENDS, cH I THOUGHT 
SO To0---ONCE # BUT NOW 
KNOW BETTER! WE WAS A 
HUMAN ONCE, A NEIGHBOR OF MINE, 
UNTIL THIS CURSED AFFLICTION 
TWISTED HIM INTO THE DOOMED 
MONSTER YOU NOW SEE! 


'e 


I CAN THWART 
THEIR EVIL AIMS! 


THE FINNISH WERE FIENOS HAVE EXISTED IN FOLK HISTORY 
FOR CENTURIES---ANO HERE YOU HAVE PROOF OF THEIR 
EXISTENCE! THEY TRAVEL |S PACKS, LIKE WOLVES, AND. 
THEIR FANGS MEAN ETERNAL ANGUISH TO THE HAPLESS 
VICTIM! BUT WOW THERE |S HOPE ---FOR PERHAPS 


YOU SPOKE OF MOPE--- WHAT KIND 
OF HOPE 2 
THIS "A NEW SERUM 
I'VE BEEN WORKING ON! 
ITS RISKY--- BUT ANY 
THING (5. BETTER 
THAN THIS! 


\F I DIDN'T SEE THIS WITH MY OWN ) 
EYES, '0 NEVER BELIEVE IT! YET 


LD RKING SHIFTLY, DR. KOLIAS IN- 
UECTED THE NEWLY-DEVELOPED 
DRUG ! SUDDENLY--~ 


YE GOPS---LOOK AT HIS FACE, 
DOCTOR! IT'S CHANGIN 
HE'S TURNING BACK INTO A- 


Y-YOU WAVE ORIEN ouT---TWE 
FIEND! MY SOUL ---\T (5 CLEAN 
INCE MORE !1---I---AAGWH! 


YES, WE WERE TOO LATE, BUT WE 
HAVE MADE A STEP FORWARD! 
WE NOW HAVE A WEAPOW-:--A 
MEANS OF STRIKING BACK AT 

THE WERE-FIENDS! PERHAPS WE 


[Gwar WEEKEND AT OR. KOLWAS" “| 
COUNTRY ESTATE--~ 


Tis youns MAN —Astrance, -—) [Z.WeAnwuite, nor Far away, A MOW- 
WILL MAKE A GREAT )DOCTOR, BUTI | |STROUS PACK RALLIES TO THE CALL, 
IF YOUR FATHER )| DOCTOR SOMEDAY, < HAVE A STRONG] | OF THEIR HIDEOUS LEADER--- 

HERE HE IS,KRISTIN---THE )HAD TOLD ME AV KRISTIN ! OF COURSE, ) FEELING I'M 

YOUNG AMERICAN WHO -~ MORE Asout \ iT WILL TAKE GOING 10 HAVE 
HAS BEEN STDOYING { YOU,KRISTIN--- WORK, \OTS LESS TIME FOR 
WITH ME ! T'VE FINALLY I WOULD HAVE OF IT! WORK !A LITTLE 
PERSUADED HIM TO INVITED MYSELF! MORE COFFEE 
SPEND A FEW DAYS 


=| PLEAGE---MRISTY! 
WITH us ~ 


HAIL, LOYAL FOLLOWERS! WE 

MEET UNDER AN EVIL MOON, 

>*-FOR EVEN NOW, OUR 
VERY EXISTENCE 
15 THREATENED! 


KNOW THEN THAT A PUNY MORTAL CALLED 

FROLUAS HAS MEDOLED IN OUR AFFAIRS --- 

AND KNOWS MUCH ! FoR THAT, HE MUST 
DIE --- TONIGHT # 


[LZ TitH FIENDISH HOWLS, THE UNHOLY BEASTS SKULK- 
ED FORWARD --- 


BEFORE THIS NIGHT HAS TURNED 
To PAY PUR HATED ENEMY WE'LL 


THAT'S RIGHT, BUT OON'T YOU WORRY---T'LL 


THANKS, MARK! 
KRISTIN! A WEEK TAKE A WALK UP THE ROAD AND --ANO PLEASE, BE 
FATHER'S BEEN GONE OVER AGO I WOULD HAVE SEE IF I CAN'T MEET HIM! CAREFUL 
AN HOUR! WHEN HE GOES 


CALLED IT PEASANT 


ON THOSE LONG WALKS SUPERSTITION:-- 


ALONE, I--- GET FRIGHTEN- ) BUT NOW, CAN AL- 
ED!H--HE'S ALREADY TOLO MOST FEEL THEIR 
ME THAT YOU KNOW ABOUT PRESENCE--- 
HIS EXPERIMENTS--- AND. 


LIKE A 
THOSE C-CREATURES! LIVING 


THIS PLACE 15 LONELY ENOUGH TO GIVE 

ANYONE THE CREEPS! I'M GLAD NOW 

THAT KRISTIN MADE ME TAKE HER 
FATHER'S REVOLVER! 


IM. COMING,DOCTOR! 
HOLD ON? 


-Z 


I CAN'T HOLD THEM TLIWENTY MINUTES LATER, AFTER 
OFF MUCH LONGER, MAKING GOOD THE/R ESCAPE--- 


TO RUN FOR IT!DO s THANK HEAVENS \ / FORGET IT--- 
YOU HAVE THE GW YOU CAME WHEN // THE MAIN THING 
7 STRENGTH z 7 \ YOU DIP ! THEY \S THAT WE'RE 
g & , : ALL SAFE! 


) (THE Fienps-- 
THEY'VE BEEN 


GOOD LORD! 
THE PLACE |S 


y SHREDS! 
i q 


[DON'T You UNDERSTAND? ) J THEIR LAIR? 
THEY'VE TAKEN WER AS BUT WHERE 
THEIR VICTIM IN AAY PLACE! ) WOULD THAT 
THEY MUST HAVE CARRIED BE Z HOW CAN 
HER OFF TO THEIR LAIR! AL\ WE FIND IT 


re 


LOOK! THERE'S KRISTIN'S 
DOG! THE POOR BEAST MUST 
HAVE SEEN WHAT HAPPENED! 
\F ONLY HE COULD COM> 
UNICATE With ust 


WAIT A MINUTE! 
MAYBE HE CAN! 


IF THIS IS KRISTIN'S DOG HE'D KNOW OF COURSE ! BUT 
HER SCENT PERFECTLY! HE CAN PICK 
IT UP, AND TRAIL IT TO WHEREVER: 


THEY'VE TAKEN HER ! 


We Must HURRY! 


YOU'RE RIGHT, MARK! 
IT'5 UP To You,NOW! 
DON'T FAIL HER!) 


IM GOING ALONE, DOCTOR! 
THAT ARM OF YOURS |S IN BAD 
SHAPE, AND MIGHT SLOW US 
DOWN! IF WE'RE GOING TO 
SAVE HER, WE'VE GOT TO 
MAKE 


¥ TRAINING AT ITS LEASH, THE HUGE MASTIFF 
PLUNGED FORWARD ALONG A STRANGE AND. 
DESOLATE LANDSCAPE--~ 


DOWN TRAIL NOW FOR ALMOST 

TWENTY MINUTES --- BUT WE 

DON'T SEEM To BE GETTING 
ANYWHERE ! 


HE'S STOPPING HERE! AH,I GET 
IT! GEEMS LIKE THE ENTRANCE 
TO SOME KIND OF CAVE! 
THERE'S ONLY Some 


SPECTACLE! 


YE GODS---IT5 LIKE THE OEN OF 
SATAN HIMGELF # AND THESE 


ENOUGH TO FEED THE FIRES 
OF PERDITION! 


(2. Joments LATER---A GHASTLY 


FUMES ~-GASP--THEY'RE STRONG ~/, 


THIS TUNNEL MUST 
LEAD TO ANOTHER: 
CHAMBER! EASY, 

BOY--- EASY! 


IT'S KRISTIN! THOSE DEMONS 
MUST BE ABOUT READY TO STRIKE! 
I'VE GOT TO BO SOMETHING 
“AND FAST! 


YOUR FATE IS ORDAINED, 
WOMAN ! FIRST YOU MUST 
DIE, THEN YOUR FATHER ! 
DEATH TO ALL WHO 
OPPOSE My RULE! 


N-NO!0-DON'T Hi 
TOUCH ME! 


FURY UNLEASHED ~*~ 


WAIT, BOY! 
COME BACK! 


CUhminoeut OF HIS OWN DANGER, 


Pe 
THE FAITHFUL DOG 
SPRANG TO HIS MISTRESS! AID--~ 


= 


HURRY, KRISTIN! BACK THROUGH 
THE PASSAGEWAY! T'S OUR 
ONLY CHANCE! + 


ma Oa 
= 


18 


WAIT, MARK --- WE CAN'T 


IT CAN'T BE HELPED, AFTER THEM! THEY MUSTN’/T 


ESCAPE ! LET THEM KNOW THE 
UNTOLD HORROR OF OUR FANG' 
FORWARD, COHORTS 

STRIKE? 


LEAVE MY DOG BEHIND! KRISTIN ! THEY'LL BE 
THEY'LL KILL HIM! AFTER US INA 
MINUTE € 


@irsioe -**WORKING WITH FEVER/SH 
HASTE --- 


$#5conps LATER, A DEVASTATING 
EXPLOSION ROCKED THE SUBTER 
RANEAN VAULT-~- 


W:--WHAT ARE YOU DOING, 
MARK WHY ARE YOU STOPPING 
TO SET FIRE 
TO YOUR COAT ITS OUR ONLY CHANCE, KRISTIN! 
WHEN THEY'LL \---WE COULD NEVER ESCAPE 


Li THEN THOSE (THAT'S RIGHT! BUT THEIR DESTRUCT 
MONSTERS WERE ION MARKS OUR BEGINNING! LETS 

T-THAT EXPLOSION, | IF YOU REMEMBER, THE ACTUALLY DESTROYED )} TELL YOUR FATHER THE GOOD 

MARK--- WHAT TUNNEL WAS FILLED WITH BY THEIR OWN NEWS, DARLING ---ABOUT THEM J 

HAPPENED Z A HEAVY GAS! I FIGURED victims ! * 

\T CAME FROM THE DECAY- . 

ING BODIES OF FORMER 

VICTIMS, AND BEING ORGANIC, 

IT WOULD BE COMBUSTI- 
BLE ! THE FLAMING COAT 


WAS ENOUGHT TO SET 


q 
M 


a 
‘Once in a while w 
Cow we hesitate 


makes you Say, Wit’ 
happen to me- 

now exactly who 

with caution aS YOu Vere ie 
thrills and strange 


ALL RIGHT, I'LL TELL YOU 
EVERYTHING ABOUT 
MY FAMILY TREE -- == 
THEN THERE WON'T 


BE ANY DOUBT 
IN YOUR MIND! Y WANT TO 


SEE YOU LATER, /) ABOUT 


DARLING: 
— 


OUR STORY BEGINS IN THE PRESENT -- WITH A 
SCENE THAT GIVES NO HINT OF IMPENDING 


Jas (ST SAY You 
OH, HARRY, THE RING'S 

BEAUTIFUL! ONLY IT'S 50 WER SLADE 
SUDDEN! I DON'T KNO! SWEETHEART! y 


BuT I--I JUST MET YOUA THEN IT MUST BE 
MONTH AGO! EVEN THOUGH I'VE )TRUE LOVE, DEAREST! 
SEEN YOU EVERY DAY, I DON'T AFTER ALL, I DON'T 
KNOW A TH/NG ABOUT we-={ KNOW MUCH ABOUT 


YOU, EITHER! 


AND THUS, WHAT STARTED AS 
A CASUAL JOKE, BECAME A 
DEADLY SERIOUS AFFAIR IN 


UESSIE’S MIND -- AND THE 
STAGE WAS SET FoR-- 
HORROR! 


« AND YOU SAY YOU \ THAT'S MY JOB, 
CAN TRACE MY MISS DAWES: 
ANCESTORS -- 


ONE WEEK LATER.,,RETURNING TO | /\N THE PAST THREE HUNDRED >= FURTHERMORE, EACH JESSIE 
THE OFFICE OF DAN BOWER -- , || YEARS, THERE HAVE BEEN DAWES DIED VIOLENTLY -- IN 
UESSIE LEARNED SHOCKING NEWS.’ \\ TWO OTHER JESSIES SHORT, THEY WERE 
IN THE DAWES FAMILY ~~ 4 MURDERED! 
WELL, MISS DAWES -- YOUR Bur 1 CAN FIND ONLY J 
FAMILY BACKGROUND 15 A THEIR DEATH RECORDS! 
GOOD ONE-- AND YET-- THERE 


“THERE ARE A FEW--ER--) STRANGE? 
STRANGE THINGS /WHY -- WHAT 
I CAN'T EXPLAIN ! ee YOu 


THAT'S INCREDIBLE! AER HEART BEATING HMMM, THAT'S FUNNY=-HARRY TOLD 

WH-- WHAT DOES K STRANGELY, JESSIE ME TO MEET HIM HERE, BUT THE 

IT MEAN? ! HURRIEO_TO MEET PLACE |S DESERTED, EXCEPT FORK 
IT MAY BE JUST) HARRY SLADE -- THIS CAT! HERE, KITTY-- NICE 


} ! 
TILHAE To STUDY THOSE UNUSUAL ITTY 


T FURTHER. FINDINGS OF DAN 
uae BOWERS --THEY DISTURB 
ME -- AND SO DOES 
HE! GOLLy, MAYBE 
I'VE BEEN TOO HASTY-- 
MAYBE I DON'T CARE 
FOR HARRY AS MUCH 
AS 110 THOUGHT! 


SS 
= 


lj Za 


Me 


AND I WAS JUST 
ABOUT TO SIT 
DOWN ON IT. 
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aay 


Y UESSIE, DARLING -. 
WHAT HAPPENED 7 


MERCIFUL HEAVENS! -- » 
IF THAT CAT HADN'T. ‘ 
FRIGHTENED ME, 1/0 

HAVE BEEN SMASHED 

7 To A PULP! i. 


— 
THERE, THERE, OH, HARRY--T'M, 
SWEETHEART! 
COME, T'LL TAKE 


YOU HOME! 


CONFUSED AND SHAKEN BY HER ORDEAL, JESSIE 

NEGLECTED TO TELL HARRY THE STRANGE STORY 

OF HER ANCESTRY! ONCE AT HOME, SHE RETIRED -— 
BUT REST ELUDED HER FRAYED NERVES! 


OH, WHY CAN'T: 
I SLEEP? THAT 


AS UNEASY TOSSING MERGED INTO FITEUL 
SLEEP A NIGHTMARE TOOK ON DREADFUL 
HAPE =~ 


WP. AWFUL CAT! -- 
YI CAN'T GET THE 4 
PICTURE OF ITS 
SNARLING. <4 
SPITTING FORM 
OUT OF MY 


eK 


Mg 
ie Brig 


A U 


TERRIFIED, JESSIE AWOKE --TO BEHOLD 
THE BALEFULLY GLOWING EYES OF -— 


1+ 


Pa ee ae 


NO--NO! IT--IT 

CAN'T BE TRUE! 
I'M STILL 
DREAMING -- 


EVEN AS SHE STARED AND TREMBLED IN DISBELIEF, 
THE FORM OF THE GREAT CAT SUDDENLY UNDERWENT 
AN INCREDIBLE TRANSFORMATION-- AND 
THEN-- STANDING THERE AT THE FOOT OF HER 
BED, SHE SAW -- HERSELF! 


YES, J AM JESSIE DAWES~ @f BUT WHY -- WHY? 
THE FIRST JESSIE DAWES! IT 
WAS I, AS A CAT, WHO SAVED YOUR 
Fy Ure ‘TONIGHT -- FOR A PURPOSE! 


aN STAND! 


OH, DARLING -- IT WAS } "THEN -—- JUST BEFORE "YES, I KNEW WHERE TO LOOk- 
tie SO GOOD OF THE THE WEDUING | CEREMONY.. OUR SECRET MEETING PLACE, 
INSFOLK TO -T0- 
GHOST OF oe ca RE A VANISHED MYSTERIOUSLY!” 


UESSIE'S 7 


PARTY LOVELY | MISTRESS DAWES.-WE NSPEAKABLE mM 
BEE? |OOR Tee eies) MOLE nip LC arene 
SPOKE! -- SUCH A IMPATIENT! 


E 


yf REMEMBER 1 MUST 
"IT WAS HAVE THE SOUL OF 


nS amt. Vaeneueet 

-- I ’ 

I WAS HAPPY, ¢ did Wiwiege )OR YOU WILL) AFTER THAT-- 
AND I 

WERE TO 


BE ” 
MARRIED -~ 
MY LOVER-- 


(AN AGENT OF. 
{ THE DEVIL! 


fer RUSHED BACK TO TOWN, HALF-CRAZED WITH 
FEAR AND HORROR, TO REVEAL THE VILE THING 
I WAD WITNESSED! BUT HOW COULD I HOPE 
TO OUTRUN A FIEND? HE WAS THERE BEFORE! 
| ME!" TOOK! SHE HAS NO, NO/ PLEASE 
ETURNED FROM HER LISTEN TO ME! -- 
)y— | L_ iT WAS HE 
WHO -- 


"AS I RUSHED FROM MY HIDING-PLACE, THE 
EVIL ONE VANISHED FROM MY SIGHT! “ 


YOU, WHOM I _LOVED-- 
YOU MONSTER! I 
| SHALL BARE YOUR 
| FOUL SECRET! 


HER PROMISE 
/TO DELIVER MY 
SOUL TO THE 
DEVIL BY 
MIDNIGHT! 


THIS VICIOUS LIE WAS SUFFICIENT EVIDENCE -- AND I, JESSIE | 
DAWES, WAS BURNED AT THE STAKE -- AS A WITCH! 
BUT NOT BEFORE I SWORE ETERNAL VENGEANCE UPON 
MY MURDERER! ” ——- 


LISTEN TO ME, MY FRIENDS -- 
WOULD I BRING SUCH A 
CHARGE AGAINST 


| MY PROMISED A 
BRIDE, WHOM ) SEIZE THE! ('7\5 miDNiGHT! 
I LOVED -- IF WITCH! | My MISSION 


IT WERE NOT ) 
\: TRUE? 5 : 


'0_IT WAS ~ AND HERE AM T, 
FORLORN ST, ED TO 


A 
ETERNAL WANDERING. 


IE VOWED 
REVENGE -- AND EACH CENTURY 
I RETURN AS A REINCARNATED 
JESSIE DAWES! ~ BUT, TWICE, 
y THE CLEVER FIEND HAS 
OUTWITTED Me, 


= tatislaa ME! 


AND NOW, THIS TIME, 
I MUST WIN--OR ROAM THE 
TWILIGHT WORLD 
FOREVER! 


1S IS THERE / NO-- BECAUSE 


AN ICY SHIVER OF FEAR CREPT ALONG JESSIES 
SPINE AS A DREAD QUESTION FORMED WN HER | 


BRAINS 

THE ARCH-VILLAIN? 
WH-WHO DO YOU MEAN7-- 
WHO (8 THIS 
MONSTER? 


SWEEHEART.. 
HARRY, 


NOT FAIL, 
SLADE! ) : 


eb ig IN AN AGONY OF 
PouBr, WESSIE SOUGHT THE 

F THE ONE PERSON WHO 
A SUD sae HER vee 


| TO KILL YOU WITH THAT ry 
| ROCK TONIGHT! AND IT 


1S SLADE WHO WILL 
‘ yo 


NEXT TIME 


A DAY OF FEVERISH RESEARCH 
PROOUCED AWFUL 
EVIDENCE / 


[7.. AND THAT'S 
THE WHOLE STORY, ) 
MR. BOWER! | 
MEANWHILE, 


OH, WHAT CAN 
GET SOME REST 
~-VESSIE! 


OUT OF 
HER MING! 
STILL <2 4 
WONDER --| 


‘ACCORDING TO THE RECORDS, 
HARRY SLADE WAS NEVER 
BORN! HE APPEARED OUT OF 
NOWHERE JUST BEFORE YOU 


> 
NO --1TS 


COINCIDENCE, / KO Taye! 


OF COURSE! 


NONSENSE! WE'RE GOING TO 
BEAT THIS THING -- TOGETHER! 
FIRST, TAKE ME TO SEE 
THIS "GHOST" 
OF YOURS! 


BUT CAN HUMAN CLEVERNESS 
DEFEAT THE ALL POWERFUL 

INTELLIGENCE OF THE SUPER: 
NATURAL? IN ALL OF HISTORY, 
1T HAS BEEN DONE BUT RAREL 


BY SUPREME COURAGE! 


AND THEN ONLY BY THOSE pee 


AGAIN CHANGES TO -- 


7 — 
AT UESSIE'S HOME -- Fai “rig) AT ONCE, THE ‘ORDINARY CAT” LOOMS ENORMOUS ~- ONCE n) 


mn ascer : Z 
WHO 15. “I-1'VE BROUGHT YE Govs! IT! 
4 cA THIS? )A FRIEND TO TRUE-- Ane 
HELP US... I THOUGHT-- ! 


7 Er 
ie, 


HE CANNOT HELP US.) THERE MUST BE 
JESSIE! HUMANS ~“SOME WAY! WE 
CANNOT DESTROY ) NEED TIME TO 
A DEMON =-HE THINK THIS 
CAN ONLY DIE BY THING OUT! 
HIS OWN HAND! . 

HE MUST BE 

TRICKED 

INTO IT! 


GOOD HEAVENS! 
I FORGOT--I HAVE A 
DATE WITH HARRY TONIGHT:, } ” JUST WHEN 


TWISTED WITH EVIL ANTIC/PATION == 


IVE KILLED YOUR REINCARNATED 

SPIRIT, MISTRESS JESSIE DAWES! 

ONCE MORE, AND I'LL BE 

FREE OF YOU -- FOREVER! 

THIS VIAL OF POISON 

WILL DO ITS WORK-- 
TONIGHT / 


AS THE DEMON APPROACHED--H/S FACE 


ANY MINUTE? 
GREAT SCOTT-- 


I DON'T HAVE 
AN IDEA IN 
MY HEADS 


PLANS ARE 
USELESS! ITS 


" 


“ABOUT TO PRESS THE DOORBELL, SLADE 


PAUSED! THERE, FRAMED IN THE WINDOW... 


OF THEM A SPIRIT! THEN JOS 
SHE'S THE MORTAL = Ds 
ENEMY I MUST STRIKE — 
DOWN -- THAT OTHER i 
ONE I PLOTTED AGAINST 

{S$ NOTHING BUT A 

FOOLISH MORTAL! 


| TWO JESSIES-- AND ONE 4 


IT'S SLADE! Quic! Y{ AHA! SO My DEAR ENEMY HAS Jil 
ACT NATURAL OWEN SCARED TAKEN THE FORM OF A CAT/ 
Whrcune FIGHT IT OUT-- THAT MAKES IT EVEN 
THROUGH TO THE , 


THE WINDOW, 
SLADE 


HELLO, HARRY/ |(I SEE YOU -~7 Jog JESSIE, EACH MOMENT WAS 
Z A TORMENT -- WAITING, WAITING 
Tee Ee etl ETE ET Or cote oe: FOR THE GRIM FARCE TO COME 
TO AN END -- FOR THE FEARFUL 
WSITOR TO STRIKE! 


SUGAR, 
HARRY? 


DROPPED 
My SPOON ! 


THE DEMON BENT TO PICK UP THE SPOON-- [ SUDDENLY -- TERROR-FILLED DARKNESS! QUICKLY, 
THRUST A SMALL KNIFE INTO SLADE POURED THE VIAL OF POISON INTO THE 
THE WALL PLUGees BOWL OF CREAM ~~ 


OH-OW! A FUSE 
MUST HAVE BLOWN! 


KG RUELLY TOYING WITH HIS VICTIMS, INSTANTLY, THE WITH FEVERISH HASTE, DAN AND JESSIE 


SATAN'S DISCIPLE VOLUNTEERED SILENT CAT FOLLOWED THE GHOST'S WHISPERED INSTRUC- 
TO REPLACE THE FUSE-- WHILE RESUMED HER TIONS! THEN, AS SLADE RETURNED~—— 
THE TWO MORTALS WAITED GHOSTLY SHAPE! F 


ay WELL, THE LIGHTS 
IN TERROR! AND THEN A ARE FIXED! --Say! F 


MESSAGE OF 
THE FUSE BOX HOPE ! WHAT HAPPENED 
IS IN THE CELLAR -- TO THE CAT? 


T'LL BE RIGHT 


/SHH! SLADE ~ 
( FORGOT THAT. 
| CATS CAN SEE | 


A ‘> IN THE DARK: ™, 
{ NOW--QUICKLY-- J 
| DO AST TELL 
| 
Lal - y 


THE POOR THING--)TOO BAU! WONDER 
b SHE DIED, WHAT IT COULD 
SUDDENLY! HAVE BEEN? 


MIGHT AS WELL 
FINISH OUR 
COFFEE! HERE'S 


WHE FIEND, UNSUSPECTING, AND IN THE NEXT INSTANT, HE SHE'S GONE, N 


LIFTED THE CUP TO HIS LIPS: 
HARRY SLADE HAD VANISHED SWEETHEART-- 
SUDDENLY, AS IF SEARING FLAMES | "Ine Sue FOUL DEPTHS 


WERE RACING THROUGH H/S EVIL 
VEINS ~~ 


eign 
im a zh { 


AND THE SPIRIT. 

OF JESSIE DAWES 

HAS FINALLY 
FOUND 


ETERNAL 


WHENCE HE HAD COME! 


BY GEORGE! 
POURING THE 
POISONED 
CREAM INTO 
HiS CUP 
WORKED! 


HE DIED 
BY HIS OWN 
HAND--AN? 


\\ 


=_ 


‘Ae THUS DID THE FORCES 


OF GOOD SPAN THE 
CENTURIES TO DEFEAT 
EV/L-- AS THEY WILL ALWAYS, 


TO THE END 


OF TIME! __ 
— Wate End 
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O57 WAS JUST A DEAD ANIMAL---A MUSTY 
TROPHY HIDDEN IN THE GLOOM OF A MYSTER: 
(OUS MANOR! BUT ITS EYES HELD A GLEAM 

b.\ THAT HINTED OF MIONIGHTS BRIMMING WITH rt 
TERROR --- WHEN CREATURES THAT WERE 
NEITHER MAN NOR BEAST SCUTTLED THROUGH 


The HAUNT of the HYENAL 


11'S WONDERFUL TO LEARN 
YOU'VE INHERITED A HOUSE, 
BRUCE-~-BUT I CERTAINLY 
WISH THE SURROUNDINGS 
WEREN'T SO GLOOMY! 


YEP---AND ONLY YESTER- | 
DAY YOU WERE WONDER- 
ING WHERE WE’ LIVE 
AFTER WE GET MARRIED! 
1 THINK IT'S PURE LUCK 
THAT A COUNTRY LAWYER 
HAPPENED TO SEARCH 
THROUGH SOME OLD 
DEEOS---AND FOUND 
T/M THE ONLY OE- 
GCENDANT OF JOHN 
ANDREWS! 


AND WHAT ELGE DID THE LAWYER FIND? YOU 
HAVEN'T MENTIONED IT, BRUCE --- BUT I GOT A 
GLIMPSE OF HIS LETTER! JOHN ANDREWS 
MYSTERIOUSLY DISAPPEARED NEARLY 
A HUNDRED YEARS AGO-*- 

AND NO ONE'S GONE 
NEAR THE MAWOR 
SINCE! 


THAT OLD WOMAN 
LOOKS AS THOUGH SHE'S 
LIVEO AROUND HERE FOR 


YOU'RE GOING UP TO THE MANOR, EH? NOW THERE'LL BE WAIT--- YOU'LL SEE ‘EM STRIPED THINGS 
LIGHTS IN THE WINDOWS AND FLOWERS IN THE bw WITH STARING EYES---AND BRISTLING 
GARDEN---BUT IT WON'T 00 ANY GOOD.-- IT WON'T HAIR ON THEIR HiIDEQUS 
GET RIO OF THEM! 


vr HEADS! 
Bip. 
‘We, 


THEM? ---1 THOUGHT THE 

PLACE WAS EMPTY HAVE 

YOU SEEN ANYONE UP 
THEREZ 


Siow THE SHRILLING OF THE CRICKETS FADES AWAY-~ BRUCE, I KNOW IT'LL | THERE'S JUST ONE THING 
AND IN A SPOT THAT SEEMS FOREVER DUSK --~ GOUND SILLY --- BUT '°; THAT'S HAUNTING ME, 
‘ AFTER WHAT THAT OLO HONEY---AND THAT'S FIND~ 
WOMAN SAID --- 00 ING A HOUSE ! WELL, WE'VE 


YOU SUPPOSE THE GOT ONE---AND NOTHINGS 


PLACE IS REALLY GOING TO STOP ME FROM 
HAUNTED? LOOKING IT OVER! 


HEAVENS---IT'S NOTHING 
AND FOR AN INSTANT---THE CLAMMY - BUT A STUFFED ANIMAL! 
DARKNESS SEEMS TO RECEDE INA e 


SWIRL OF VAGUE, LOOMING SHAPES! RIGHT--A HYENA! THAT'S 
WHAT THE OLO WOMAN WAS 
TALKING ABOUT,NORMA---A 
HARMLESS HUNTING TROPHY 
THAT HEARGAY AND SUPER- 
GTITION HAVE TURNED IN- 
TO A HAUNTING BAND 
OF GHOULS WITH 
STRIPED BODIES! 


“( BRUCE, MAYBE IT WILL BE ALL OTWAT NIGHT---AT BRUCE'S APART- 
RIGHT TO LIVE IN ANDREWS MANOR MENT--~ 
AFTER WE'RE MARRIED--- 4) LOOK, RVAN---I'’M L(YOU KNOW NORMA---YOU'RE JUMPY 
BUT FOR GOODNESS NOT ASKING YOU WHAT A HYENA AS A STEEPLECHASE! YOU 
SAKE, LET'S GET TO BUY THIS HYENA } EATS,DON'T STILL GOT THAT HYENA ON 
RID OF THAT! J—CARTITAROUND }| ---SO WHY BE YOU? SURE, YOUR. MIND--- 
TO RYAN'S CURIO cHoosy2 \1'5 DEAD-- = ) BELIEVE ITOR 
SHOP! THAT PLACE BUT IDONTLIKE PX NOT--- I'M SURE 
SELLS JUST ABOUT THE |DEA OF HAVING 1 SAW SOMETHING 
ANYTHING --- MAY- AN ANIMAL AROUND PROWL TOWARD 
BE THEY CAN GET RID THAT MAYBE PAWED A THE wiINDOW-~-A 
OF IT FOR US! OPEN A FEW GRAVES \ (7 wuncneo Ficure 


CK IN AFRICA! BU WITH ASTRANGE WHITE 
Ki ‘ : FACE! 


BRUCE --- YOU CAN - \ 
LEAVE IT HERE! ( 


UCE FOR THE LOVE OF PETE, ‘MIDNIGHT IS 
IT 1 1T SPOKE --- RYAN--- PULL YOURSELF COMING," IT SAID! 
if SPOKE! TOGETHER! WHAT *“MIONIGHT (5 
SPOKE = COMING” --- 
JUST LIKE THAT! 


HE'S TOO CRALED WITH WHATEVER \T WA’ +) I---1 DON'T WANT TO SOUND 
FEAR TO GIVE A LUCID MIDNIGHT'S JUST TWENTY CHILDISH, DARLING --- BUT 
EXPLANATION, BRUCE--- MINUTES OFF! LET'S GO SUPPOSE WE FIND OURSELVES 
BuT I KNOW WHAT TO THE SHOP---AND UP AGAINST SOMETHING UNEXPECT- 
SPOKE! THE HYENA! SETTLE THIS ONCE ED--- SOMETHING HIDEOUS 2 
AND FOR ALL! 
THEN MAYBE WE'LL GET THE 
ANSWER TOA LOT OF THINGS-- 
INCLUDING THE DISAPPEAR- 
ANCE OF JOHN ANDREWS! 
BuT I STILL THINK THE 
WHOLE THINGS STRICTLY 
FROM NERVES -*"SO TAKE 
ASEAT ANO TRY TO KEEP 


LOWLY, THE MINUTES DRAG ON---AND SLOWLY --~ 
BRUCE BEGINS TO WONDER ! 1S THAT THE DIM 
LIGHT REFLECTED IN THE HYENA'S EYES ---OR 
1S IT THE EYES 2 

YEP, THEY ALMOST SEEM TO 
BE GLINTING WITH AN UNCANNY 
HINT OF GOMETHING ALIVE --- 

SOMETHING WAITING # 


\T WAGN'T THE HYENA RYAN HEARD 
--\T WAS THAT THING ---MUTTER- 
ING FROM ITS TOMB! 


WINDINGS AND THE MUSTY RANKNESS 
OF A FORGOTTEN TOMB--- 


Goo LORD! IT CAN'T 
MOVE-*-NOT AFTER 
THOUSANDS OF YEARS! 


I'M NOT 50 SURE ABOUT 
THAT---NOW # THE MUMMY'S 
HOBBLING TOWARD THE 
HYENA---AND INCH BY 

INCH --- THE HYENA'S 


Lt + | Hi iI 7 
Then ---IN A FLASH THAT RIPS 
THE DUSTY GLOOM 
YM (itp SS 


(a, 


VANISHED -- JUST AS IF THAT 
THING ABSORBED IT! 
AND LOOK WHAT THE 
HYENA'S BECOME ! 


WHAT HAPPENS TO 
ANY CORPSE I AM 
AROUND AT MIDNIGHT! 
THAT IS WHAT HAPPENED 
To THE BODY OF JOHN 
ANDREWS ---AFTER I KILLED 
HIM GO THAT HIS ISOLATED 
MANOR COULD BECOME THE 
i HAUNT OF 


CHANGEO ME---FROM 
A HUMAN TO A CREATURE 
THAT PREYS ON THE 
DEAD! WATCH --- YOu"! 
SEE HOW IT HAPPENED ~~~ 
IN A VISION THAT 
PROBES THE MURKY 
SECRETS OF 
THE PAST! 


BEEN EVIL TO START WITH --- 
BUT YOU COULON'T HAVE 


GOOD HEAVENS ---SOMETHING “ 
Gee THROUGH THAT MIST! 


A SLAVE SHIP ---FREIGH 
EO WITH HUMAN MISERY! 
A HUNDRED AND TWENTY 


YEARS AGO--- I WAS 
MASTER OF THAT 
VESSEL! 


ENEMIES! THAT 
DAY HAS 


“Or SOUNDED LIKE NONSENSE ---BUT IT WOULD BE 
WORTH A BULLET To FIND OUT!" 


IF THE POWOER'’S THAT 
GOOD ---iT ISN'T GOING TO 
BE WASTED ON A HEATHEN 

DOG LIKE you! 


“GrWESE MEN WHO RE- 
COILED IN WHITEFACED TERROR 
HAD BEEN My SHIPMATES ON A 


“Limone MY CAPTIVES WAS A WITCH 
DOC TOR---AND ONE NIGHT ---I WATCHED 
AS HE BROUGHT OUT A MAGIC POWDER!* 


MY TRIBE HAS GUARDED THIS MAGIC 
FOR HUNDREDS OF YEARS ---WE HAVE 
SAVED IT FOR THE DAY WHEN OUR 
PEOPLE FACE DOOM FROM THEIR 


NOT FAR FROM HERE ---AND THEN OPENED THE SEA VALVE!" 


FOR WEEKS DURING OUR LONG 
VOYAGE, I HAVE TRIED TO SUMMON 
UP COURAGE FOR THE ORDEAL! 
NOW I AM READY 

IND SET 


MAGIC POWDER 
YOU FREE! (WE SWORDS AND 
GUNS OF THE CREW WILL BE 
USELEGS---THEY WILL DIE 
WITH AN IMAGE OF HORROR 
GLAZING THEIR EYES! BEROLD 
~--T WILL CHANGE INTO A 
THING SUCH AS THE WORLD 
HAS NEVER SEEN ---4 
BEING NO HUMAN 

CAN KILL _ 


‘Puree INTO MY CABIN, I DECIDED TO MAKE A TEST! 
I SWALLOWED THE POWDER ---ANO FELT A SURGE OF EVIL, 


LIKE LIQUID FIRE---" GREAT HORN 
AHH ? CHANG - OON --- THAT’ 
ING --- 
CHANGING! 


“59 WAITED UNTIL WE REACHED AAAGNOLIA SWAMP---A TIDAL MARSH a 


DANGEROUS VOYAGE --- MY 
ACCOMPLICES IW ILLEGAL 
SLAVE TRADING---8UT NOW 
THEY WERE HUMANS! 
HUMANS WHO MUST BE DE- 
STROYED BEFORE THE SHIP 
MADE PORT--- BEFORE THEY 
REVEALED THE SECRET OF 
MY GRISLY TRANSFORMATION!" 


HAA! WRECKAGE --- 
BODIES---\T'LL ALL 
BE SWALLOWED uP 
BY THE SWAMP--- 
FOREVER! 


THOSE POOR DEVILS HAD OWE THING TO BE THANKFUL COME ON, NORMA---LET'S 
FOR! THEY DIED---BUT ATLEAST YOU COULON'T CLAIM GET OUT OF HERE--- FAST! 
THEIR BOOIES! - 

T'VE HAD NO LACK OF VICTIMS! 

YOU AND THE GIRL WILL KNOW 

THAT AFTER I'VE KILLED YOU 

> AND YOUR BODIES FUSE 

WITH MINE TOMORROW 
MIONIGHT! 


LET THEM TRY TO ESCAPE! THAT BRUCE---IT'S HOPELESS! TIME AND DIS Eours carer 
WILL GIVE THEM ANOTHER PROOF TANCE MEAN NOTHING 10 A FIEND Like 
OF MY POWERG---WHEN MY DEMONS 


TRACK THEM DOWN ---WO MATTER MAYBE NOT! BUT THE WE SHOULD HAVE DESTROYED 
HOW FAR THEYGO! ” HYENA WON'T BE SO IN 


THIS PLACE THE FIRST TIME, 
TERESTED IN PREY IF HE'S BRUCE! NOW L'VE GOT A FEEL- 
FORCED TO FIND A NEW ING WE'RE TOO LATE--- THAT WE 
REFUGE ---AFTER SHOULON'T HAVE _— 
WE'VE BURNED COME IN! __/HATE TO SAY 
DOWN ANDREWS 
MANOR? 


NA HALL MANTLED 
BY THE GREY PALL OF DAWN 


YOU'RE RIGHT, 


HONEY---BUT 00 YOU 
r 7 HEAR THAT F THERE'S 
\\ A STRANGE NOISE 
\ NG Lg 
FooT- 


\ 


THE DOORWAY FRAMES THE YOU CAN MAKE /T, 
NORMA! GET OUT 
STRIPED THINGS---WITH ) = : 
STARING EYES’ GOOD — 
HEAVENS -- WHY DIDN'T | —_ 
I REMEMBER? { 


THERE'S OWE TIME 
T ALWAYS RESPOND TO 
THE THOUGHT WAVES 
SENT OuT BY MY FIENDS 
~-ANO THAT'S 


WHEN THEY'vE )| 
\ \ FOUND PREY! 


1G THE WILL THEY 


TH 


THE HOURS PASSING LIKE THE UNHEARD FOOTSTEPS 
OF DOOM -- 


THERE'S NO WAY OUT, I DION'T NOTICE IT 
BRUCE ! INSTEAD OF CHECK- | BEFORE---BUT THE 
ING THAT FIEND, WE'RE GIVING } HYENA'S WATCHING 
HIM A NEW GURGE OF POWER! / US! AND \F I PRE- 
A GPIDER REPLENISHES ITS | TEND I MAVEN‘T 
VENOM FROM THE BODIES OF / SPOTTED HIM--- 
ITS VICTIMS-~AND HE (/ THERE'S A CHANCE 
RENEWS HIG EVIL! ) TO TRICK HIM WITH 
UUST THE KIND OF 
BAIT HE'D BE 
INTERESTED 


{KEEP YOUR HEAD, HONEY 
THEY'RE CARRYING 
A COFFIN THE HYENA'S 
READY TO PULL A FAST 
ONE---AND I'LL HAVE TO - 
PUT ON A CONVINCING 
ACT TO LURE HIM 


WOW 1 KNOW WHAT THOSE 
GCUTTLING FOOTSTEPS MEAN 
--- THE FIENDS! BRUCE, 
THERE'S OVER AN HOUR TO 
GO BEFORE MIONIGHT-~ 
THEY CAN'T BE 
COMING FOR 

us! 


ONLY THE BLACK MAGIC OF THE AFRICAN 
UUNGLES COULD SPAWN THINGS LIKE 
THEM! THE POWDER I TOOK WAS 
MADE FROM THE CHARREO BONES OF 
THE ARCH-FIEND WHO ONCE CON- 
TROLLED THEM---ANO NOW MINE 


GOOD LORO---THE HYEWA ! He's 
LISTENED, NORMA 
ABOUT THOSE 


ESN A VAULT BURDENED WITH THE 
GHOSTLY TERROR OF PAST VICTIMS 


TAKE MY ADVICE, FREAK---AND KILL 

US NOW-~BECAUSE I'M NOT GO! 

TO BE CONTENT WITH ESCAPING! 

AS LONG AS I'M ALIVE---I22 BE 
REACHING FOR AWAY 

To END YOUR AHA, NO---YOU CAN'T 


TAUNT ME INTO TAK- 
ING YOUR LIVES YET! 
WAIT UNTIL AM/D- 
NIGHT --- WHEN YOUR 
LIFELESS BODIES 
BECOME PART OF 


YEP---TWO NEW VICTIMG ARE BAD ENOUGH, NORMA! BUT 
ITS A GOOD THING THE HYENA DOESN'T KNOW THAT 
NEARLY A HUNDRED PEOPLE WERE JUST KILLED BY A 
CYCLONE--:FORTY MILES FROM HERE ! THINK OF WHAT 
WOULD HAPPEN IF HE REACHED THERE IN A COFFIN 
-+= DISGUISED AS A CORPSE! SCORES OF DEAD --~ 
AND AT THE STROKE OF MIONIGHT---THEY‘D 
BELONG TO HIM! 


fee 


Two 
VICTIMS 
CAN WAIT--- 
WHEN A HUNDRED 
ARE READY TO BE 
CLAIMED! YOU WiLL 
DRIVE ME THERE--AND 
REMEMBER THAT MY FIENDS 
CAN BE SUMMONED IN A 
GECOND! AT THE FIRST SIGN 
OF A TRICK""* YOU'LL 
KNOW THE KIND OF 
“oe oat 
AKI 
fo~" BOON 


HE'S LEARNED 
CYCLONE 
VICTIMS 


ues BEYOND: 


NOW WE'LL SEE IF THE GAMBLE PAYS OFF,NORMA! ', 
THERE'S JUST A MINUTE TO SPARE BEFORE MIONIGHT - 
AND WE'VE REACHED A SPOT THE ..-----.. 

HYENA OUGHT TO : Md 
+; RECOGNIZE! 7 


ry wt 


Li}s THE FIENDS BRIGTLE FORTH /N THE DARKNESS: 


OKAY, CREEP--- WHAT NOWZ YOU'VE BOASTED 
THAT THE DEAD RISE AT MIONIGHT WHEN YOU'RE 


AROUND ~~ BUT CAN YOU FACE THEM ---TWE CREW Fogg 
YOU MURDERED? 


THE PLACE WHERE 
I GANK THE SHIP-~- 
MAGNOLIA 


FOOL---\5 THAT WHAT YOU 
HOPED FOR? YES, BODIES RISE 
AT MIDNIGHT---BUT WHERE ARE THEIR 
BODIES--- AFTER OVER A CENTURY 
IN THAT BOTTOMLESS BLACK 
OOZEF ASK YOURSELF THAT 
+++ WHILE THE FIENOS 


GUJP FROM THE CHURNING BLACKNESS --- TOWERING,» 


HIGHER AND HIGHER 

WHAT'S THAT GLOWZ WHAT ABOUT IT, 

THE SWAMP 15 HEAVING HYENA--- THINK 

-++ THERE'S SOMETHING YOU CAN CLAIM, 
IN THAT MIRE THAT'S 


Z fi Js THE DRIPPING HULK SINKS BACK NTO THE YIELDING 
DEPTHS --~ 


THAT'S SOMETHING 
LOOK, BRUCE! THE PHANTOM'S THE HYENA REALIZED 
GOING DOWN WITH IT--- BACK TO) TOO LATE, HONEY! 
OBLIVION---LIKE A THING THE PHANTOM RE- 
THAT CAME INTO BEING /} PRESENTED THE SPIRITS 
FOR JUST A SINGLE OF MEN WHOSE BODIES 
~ PURPOSE! THE HYENA WEGLECTED 
TO CLAIM--SPIRITS THAT 
WAITED FOR THEIR HOUR 
OF RECKONING --- AT 
MIONIGHT! 


G 


wae 


ESE 


> SS 


Dave vou ever SEEN PicTuRES 


MAYBE. BUT 


THE SCENES ARE SO-REAL? ) >, HE ,TECHNIQHE 


I WISH I COULD LEARN TO 
PAINT THAT WAY, JIM! AND 
YET -- THERE'S SOMETHING 
FRIGHTENING ABOUT _/yarag WONDER WHO 
= HE |S7 I NEVER HEARD OF 
HIM BEFORE, PEGGY! 


SO HORRIBLE THAT LOOKING AT § 
THEM MADE YOUR HEAD SPIN 
AND YOUR BLOOD FREEZE -- 
WHILE A PARALYZING FEAR 

B GRIPPED YOUR BODY? HERE 
1S A CHILLING TALE OF AN 
ARTIST WHO COULD OMY PAINT 
EVIL -- WHOSE PAINTINGS WERE 


EVIL ENOUGH TO 
Ag 
= 


WHAT DO 
YOU THINK? YDISTILLED EVIL! I'M GOING TO 


DO THe BEST I CANTO MEEP 
VISITORS FROM SHOWING A 
(Nee q 


I CAN'T GET 
HOSE PAINTINGS 
OUT OF MY MIND! MAYBE 
OWEN SUMMERS |S R/IGHT-- 
MAYBE PEOPLE SHOULDN'T 
BE ALLOWED TO LOOK 
AT THEM! 


BE SEEN, NO MATTER. 


THEN DROP IN ON 
SUMMERS AND TELL 
HIM WHAT I THINK / 


NO! GOOD ART SHOULD 


WHAT THE SUBJECT: T'LL’ 
TAKE YOU HOME -- AND 


E/ MERCIFUL \ 
HEAVENS! 


‘The Natas Exhibit, now! 
at the STth St. Gallery, 
should be avoided 
everyone intereste 


NUMBED BY SHOCK AN? HORROR, JIM 
SUMMONED THE POLICE -- 


I -- HAVE NO IDEA WHAT 
COULD HAVE HAPPENED! IT'S 
HORRIBLE -- A GOOD MAN 

LIKE SUMMERS -- 


in decent art. Nev 


K TILL FINISH HIS REVIEW FOR HIM-- 
me a) THE Way HE'S BEGUN IT! IT'S NOT 
MUCH — BUT I FEEL T/L BE 
DOING SOMETHING FOR HIM! 
\ BETTER TAKE \T HOME AND 
WORK ON IT! 


HOURS LATER -AS JIM FINISHED THE REVIEW 
CONDEMNING THE PAINTINGS OF NATAS -- 


F IT'S TWO IN THE MORNINGS 
WHO COULD BE AT THE 
DOOR NOW? 


IHERE WAS SOMETHING STRANGE, 
ERE a ABOUT THE CALLER -- PORTRAIT HE LEFT BEHIND HiM! 


FROM THE MASTER-) HEY, WAIT-- WHAT" IT'S SIGNED NATAS/ BUT SENDING ME GIFTS 
A PAINTING--FOR J/S THIS? WHAT , WON'T DO ANY GOOD~~AS HE'LL SEE WHEN I SEND 
MASTER? IN THAT REVIEW IN THE MORNING 


i --BUT FAR MORE MENACING WAS THE CHILLING 


( And 1 have to warn 
| my Teaders that the 
Matas exhibit should | 
my tot be Seen by anyone 


FIGHTING WITH FIERCE DESPERATION, JAMES MANAGED 
TO THRUST HIS FOE BACK FOR THE MOMENT -~ 

IT'S LIKE ~- SOME FIEND 

FROM ANOTHER WORLD -- 


IG PME PORTRAIT HAUNTED UIM'S DREAMS! AND HE 
AWOKE TO HORROR -- FOR A NIGHTMARE HAD 
BECOME GRUESOME REALITY! 


HE'S AS POWERFUL AS A DOZEN 
MEN! I CAN'T KEEP THIS UP! 


[SIM'S OUTSTRETCHED HAND FOUND A LAMP! BUT WITH 
THE LIGHT, HIS AWFUL ADVERSARY WAD DISAPPEARED! 


DID--DID IT REALLY HAPPEN THE WAY 
I THOUGHT -- OR DID 
I DREAM \T? 


IORNING FOUND JIM CONVINCED /T HAD BEEN A 
NIGHTMARE ~FOR THE THING HE HAD BATTLED WAS 
THE CREATURE OF THE PORTRAIT! THEN -- AN 
AMAZING DISCOVERY! 
THIS BUTTON I FOUND ON THE FLOOR BELOW THE 
PICTURE -- IT'S IDENTICAL WITH THOSE ON HIS 


CAPE! AND THERE'S ONE MIGSING --AS IF__ i 


THERE WAS NOTHING TO DO BUT INVESTIGATE THAT 
MYSTERIOUS ARTIST -~ NATAS! ACCOMPANIED BY PEGGY-- 
I AM HONORED! THE FAMOUS ART CRITIC, \IT--IT'S 
UAMES OTIS, AND THE PROMISING ART 
STUDENT, PEGGY BOWDEN ! 


BEEN 
EXPECTING 
us! 


i 
BOWDEN, LET ME GIVE you J | MA 
AN ILLUSTRATION OF HOW A “) \. TO 
GREAT GENIUS WORKS! = 


AS THE HORRIBLE TRUTH DAWNS 


GREAT SCOTT! \ SHE'S STAYING, MR. OTIS--UNTIL 
LET'S GET OUT ) YOU DECIDE To CHANGE YOUR REVIEW, 
OF HERE! AND TELL THE PUBLIC I AM THE 
GREATEST PAINTER IN THE 
WORLD! 


NOW, MR. OTIS, AND MISS) | THIS Guy SEEMS COMPLETELY |] 
D! PEGGY, WE OUGHT 
GET OUT OF HERES,’ 


A FEW STROKES OF H/S BRUSH -- AND A 
COMPLETE PAINTING IS DONE! 


LOOK -- AM I NOT THE GREATEST PAINTER 


IN THE WORLD? 
I COULD SWEAR THAT'S AN 


Ne AUTHENTIC REMBRANDT! WHAT-- 


WHAT ~ SORT OF MAN /& THIS? 
el 


; \ 
| ey 


I--I MUST BE DREAMING-- 


[NOY AND TLL NOT JIM — CAN'T YOU SEE THAT 
LEAVE HERE WITHOUT ) YOU'VE GOT TO- THAT WERE 
BOTH IN DEADLY 


WPOWERLESS, iM LEFT! IT SEEMED AN EASY MATTER 
TO WRITE THE WORDS THAT WOULD FREE PEGGY, BUT— 
L 


REPRESENT! 


I--1 CAN'T GOTHROUGH WITH IT! I KEEP \ summed 
THINKING OF THE PEOPLE WHO'LL READ Lol 
K\. MY REVIEW, AND BE FACED WITH THE — 72) 
— LIVING EVIL THE PAINTINGS ~—— 


BUT - BUT MAYBE I’M MAKING TOO MUCH OUT OF 
THIS ~- MAYBE THE PAINTINGS AREN'T AS BAD AS °) 
I THOUGHT! PERHAPS IF I RETURNED TO THE 


EXHIBIT, LOOKED AT THEM AGAIN --- 


7 


FUNNY -- IT'S AFTER HOURS, aN 
THE DOOR WAS STILL OPEN! AND 
WHERE'S OLD ANDy, THE Ca : 


NOT A MARK ON HIM-~ NOTHING BUT 
THAT EXPRESSION 
OF AWFUL FEAR! 
NOTHING HUMAN 
KILLED HIM -~ 
BUT THOSE 
PICTURES DID! 


AROUND HIM THERE SWIRLED A LIVING 


MAD WITH RAGE, JIM ATTACKED THE SINISTER PAINTINGS! AND 
FROM THEM, STRANGE BEINGS STREAMED-- AND STRUCK BACK / 


y IT WAS A STRANGE BATTLE ~ AN UNEQUAL BATTLE =-AND FINALLY, WIM WENT DOWN -- KNOCKING OVER 
M4 THE WATCHMAN’S LANTERN / 


5 ) ween UIM REGAINED CONSCIOUSNESS --- 


THANK HEAVENS YOU DON'T NEED MY 
MINISTRATIONS -- I WAS AFRAID 
YOU WERE DYING! 2 


NO! NO! NOT THE 
FIRE AGANE 


» 


vf q Ly 
4 i 
SHE MENACE OF THE PAINTINGS HAD BEEN DESTROYED-- 


BUT WITHIN JIM LINGERED THE MEMORY OF PEGGY-- 
POWERLESS WITHIN SATAN'S GRASPS 


SON, WE MUST NEVER GIVE UP HOPE! HERE, TAKE 
THIS == WHO KNOWS IN WHAT WAY IT MAY 
HELP YOU? 


i THANKS, PADRE -- BUT MAYBE IT WOULD HAVE 
BEEN BETTER IF I HAD DIED! WHAT HAVE 
I GOT LEFT TO LIVE FOR NOW? 
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JIM SCARCELY GAVE THE BOOK A LOOK AS HE THRUST 

IT INTO HIS POCKET! ALL HE KNEW WAS THAT A 

SUDDEN, INEXPLICABLE SURGE OF COURAGE SWEPT 
THROUGH HIM == 

IM GOING TO BEARD THE DEVIL IN HIS LAIR AND 

SAVE PEGGY--EVEN /F IT COSTS 

ME MY LIFE! 


JIM WAS PREPARED FOR ANYTHING -=BUT NOT FOR THE 
SIGHT THAT GREETED HIM! 


SECRETS! AND SEE -- WHAT 
I - HAVE LEARNED 
TO PAINT! 


{) AT THE HOME OF NATAS ~~ 


‘AH, YOU'VE COME FOR \pume = 
MISS BOWDEN? 
ER-- IM AFRAID 
SHE MAY NOT WISH 


WHAT 70 YOU 
MEAN? IF-- 
TO pepaer? IF YOu'VE 


YOU'VE GOT TO L/STEN TO ME, PEGGY! \T'S 
WRONG, HORRIBLY WRONG -- HE'S TAUGHT YOU 
TO PUT EV/L ON CANVAS! 


NO! -. NOS HE'S -- THE 
GREATEST ARTIST-- 
THAT EVER LIVED! 


IT'S NO USE -- SHE'S COMPLETELY WITHIN MY 

POWER! TELL ME -- HAVE YOU WRITTEN THE 

FAVORABLE REVIEW OF MY WORK 

THAT I REQUIRE? 
I NEVER WILL! 
YOUR WORK LACKS 

ALL TRUE MERIT! 
IT’S LOW, EViL-- 


YOU-- YOU DARE SAY THAT 10 ME-- THE GREATEST 
PAINTER IN HISTORY? NO! YOU 
LIE, MORTAL --L/E! 


tr 


BEEN ABLE TO SEE THE 
GOOD IN MAN! 


‘AFRAID TO FACE THE TRUTH, AREN'T YOU-- 
SATAN? I'VE GOT A WORLD REPUTATION AS 
AN HONEST ART CRITIC-- AND I SAY YOU 
PAINTINGS ARE BASE AND VILE! THAT'S 
BECAUSE YOU CAN ONLY SEE AND REVEAL 
EVIL ~ BY YOUR VERY NATURE, YOU'RE 
BLINDED TO TRUTH! AND EVERY 
GREAT ARTIST HAS ALWAYS 


THE PRINCE OF EVIL REACTS -~ |N AWFUL RAGE! 


LOOKS LIKE THE END OF 
THE LINE FOR ME ---- 


HO, FIENDS! TO ME-- AND 
DOWN THIS MORTAL! 


HILL HIM! 


IT WAS AT THIS LIFE-OR- DEATH 
MOMENT THAT A BOOK FELL FROM 
UIM'5 POCKET — AND THE DEMONS 

RECOMED BEFORE IT! 

IT- IT'S THAT BIBLE THE PADRE 
GAVE ME! AND IF IT'S ROUTED 
THE FIENDS - JL TRY 
IT ON THE HEAD- 

MAN HIMSELF! 


BEFORE THE POWER OF THE 
HOLY WORD, "NATAS" CRUMPLES / 
FROM HIS BODY THE AWFUL FORM 
OF SATAN TOWERS MQMENTARILY-- 


LATER --- | I--I FEEL ASIF I'VE 
BEEN ASLEEP, AND 


DREAMING SOME AWFUL DREAM! 
IF I COULD ONLY REMEMBER 
WHAT IT WAS, JIM --- 


THERE'S ONLY ONE THING 
FOR US TO REMEMBER, 


TRANGE ENOUGH TO FIND A BEAUTIFUL FIGURE LYING DEEP INSIDE A LONELY 
CAVE -- AND HORRIBLE ENOUGH TO HEAR A VOICE CROON IN DELIGHT OVER 


DRIPPING BLOOD! _ BUT THESE ARE PORTENTS OF THE TERROR TO COME--WHEN 
UAGGED WINGS BEAT THE MURKY DEPTHS THAT HOLD--- 


aes 


\\y) Wn \\ 


THIS CLIFF ISNT HIGH ENOUGH TO )] GARY OWENS BARELY FEELS THE 


WAIT A MINUTE... A FEW DROPS 
BE EXCITING -- BUT ANYWAY, IT'S 2] PHARE FLINT EDGE THAT GASHES 


fateific ad > OF MY BLOOD MUST HAVE FALLEN 
CLOSE TO TOWN --AND KEEPS ME) 12 YAND-“BUTIN THE NEXT SECOND 


IN FORM FOR REAL MOUNTAIN 
CLIMBING! 


INTO THIS CRACK IN THE KOCK 

"AND THAT'S WHERE THE 

VOICE 1S COMING FROM-- 

SOMEWHERE BELOW! THAT 

MEANS A CAVE--AND I'VE GOT TO 
FIND IT'S 

ENTRANCE! 


IT WAS A STRANGE, OMINOUS CAVERN 
THAT GARY FOUND -- 

HOLY MACKEREL -- THERE'S A STRANGE 

GLOW RISING FROM THAT CLEFT! AND 

IF THAT SLIT OF LIGHT UP THERE MEANS 

ANYTHING -- 17'S DIRECTLY BELOW 

THE aK IM THE ROCK-- THE ONE, 


FOR A CHILLING SECOND, GARY 
REACHES DOWN, H/S FINGERS 
GROPING -- AND THEN -- 

MY GOSH, 1T/S SOME KIND OF 

GEM -- A GREEN STONE WITH 
SCARLET STREAKS! 

———— 


HOLY SMOKE --I DIDN'T 
IMAGINE THAT VOICE 
TALKING ABOUT BLooD 
FALLING ON BONES! 
THERE'S A SKELETON 
SPRAWLED FIVE FEET 
BELOW WITH A GLINTING 
OBJECT JUST UNDER 
THE RIBS / 


THERE'S SOMETHING STRANGE ABout THAT WI} 


SKELETON -- BUT WHAT I'M INTERESTED IN DOC 


NOW IS THE VOICE! HOW COULD IT SPEAK 
TO BONES THAT HAVE BEEN LYING HERE FOR 
CENTURIES -- AND COME FROM ANYTHING 
ALIVE? WAIT--THAT SOUND OF HEAVY <{ 
BREATHING -- SOMETHING'S UP ON 

vy THAT LEDGE! 


UDDENLY -- STARING FROM THE WAXEN 
FEATURES IN SILENT MOCKERY -- 


KNOW WHAT THAT GLANCE MEANS -- BUT ye 
IT HOLDS SOMETHING - 
REPULSIVE AND 
Evil! 


GOOD LORD! SHE MAY BE BREATHING WOW 
~-BUT THAT ANCIENT WINDING SHEET IS 
WHAT PEOPLE USED TO BE 

suse 


ME -- BLOOD SHALL 
SUSTAIN M, 
FOREVER / 
i 


HEARD AND SEEN 

ENOUGH —- 274 
GETTING ovr 
OF HERE! 


BUT THEN -- A SUDDEN SLIPS 


a 


STUNNED, GARY LIES MOTIONLESS --D/MLY 

— HEARING AN EERIE RUSTLE ABOVE HIM -- 

<—— BUT UNAWARE OF SOMETHING BLACK AND 
WAGGED UNFOLDING IN THE GLOOM! 


Y MINUTES LATER SS 
SOMETHING'S PANTING TOWARD ME! 
IT'S BENDING OVER MY FACE -- 
OVER MY THROAT! 


I FEEL ROCKY-- AND IT CAN'T BE JUST 
THE RESULT OF THAT FALL!’ MAYBE I 
= OUGHT TO GET 


5 OUT OF HERE-- ko" ala] 
BUT I Can'T em | 
if LEAVE UNTIL I'VE 


ty) LEARNED THE 
Ld, : TRUTH! mag 


HER FACE WAS PALE JUST A WITH A FURY ROOTED IN 
SHORT TIME WL ‘AGO — AND STARK TERROR-- 
NOW IT HAS THE FLUSH OF A WHOSE BLOOD? WHAT 
CREATURE THAT'S ALIVE -- A KIND OF DEMON 

. CREATURE ARE YOU? 


HA-HA-HA! WITH TWO SMALL 

FANG MARKS ON YOUR THROAT, 
IW CAN 

WHAT--? THOSE 

YOU WAVE / ARE WINGS— THE 


7\\_ WINGS OF A 

DomeT 4 VAMPIRE / 
ci 
ww 


YES--1'M A FIEND WHOSE RETURN] /HE WAS THE CREATURE I ‘A CREATURE \ NEVER! HE WAS | 
TO LIFE HAS BEEN GAINED <V LOVED—A CREATURE LIKE ME! ) LIKE YOU,EH?) TRICKED INTO 
THROUGH YOU// YoU COULD HAVE | A CURSED DAY FELL WHEN He /BUT IF HE WAS | SWALLOWING THE 
GUESSED THE TRUTH INTIME TO “<| WAG SLAIN--DOOMING ME _< FINISHED OFF; /THING vou RoUNG 
SAVE YOURSELF--/F | 7 REMAIN HERE IN A TRANCE--| WHAT'S THIS \ ~—A CHARM THAT 
OMLy YOU HAD J) UNTIL HUMAN BLOOD WAS BUNK ABOUT ) CAN SEAR A 
EXAMINED <} SHEL PO, Ss YOUR LIVING | VAMPIRE'S BODY 
THOSE BONES DI oe " HI FOREVER-|_ WITH DEADLY 
suppose _/ BRE-~A BLOOD 


ez MORE > 4 STONE! BUTT 
CLOSELY! CQUIRE WILL NOT MAKE THE 


SAME WAY? 


BANE) MISTAKES 


\ GREAT GUNS!) 
YW THEY'VE GOT 

\( SKELETON 
WINGS! 


NO—THE BLOODSTONE WON'T SAVE YOU! NOW THAT 

YOU HAVE BEEN MASTERED BY MY FANGS, YOUR LIFE 

HAS ONLY ONE PURPOSE -- TO 
SERVE AS MY PREY! 


I HAVE WAITED A LONG WHILE-- I'VE GOT 
AND I HAVE CRAVED TOO TO GET AWAY 
KEENLY TO BE SPURNED! FROM THAT 
no BIEEHIE MA FLUTTERING 
HAPPENED ONCE, ¥ 

BUT IF YOU THINK 

You've GOT YOURSELF 
‘A STEADY VICTIM-~ 
YOu'D BETTER CRAWL 
IN WITH THOSE BONES 


MAYBE EVERYTHING'S )I HAVE A HOLD OVER YOU 

OKAY ~-NOW THAT 1M _/ THAT NOTHING CAN BREAK-- 

OUT OF THE CAVE! ‘AND TOMORROW NIGHT--/T 
WILL BRING YOU BACK. 


SHE'S NOT PURSUING! \\DO YOU THINK YOU ARE SAFE? A HALF-HOUR LATER --AS GARY PACES 
9. ‘A SUBURBAN RAILROAD PLATFORM -- 


NO USE FEELING UUMPY -- THERE'S NO 
WAY SHE CAN GET ME BACK 0 THAT CAVE -- 
SHORT OF PHYSICAL FORCE! AND YET IF SHE 
WASN'T SURE OF HER EVIL POWER, WHY DID 
SHE LET ME ESCAPE-- 
WITH THIS? 


TOUGH BREAK, \ SKIP IT! THERE'S 
BuD! if THAT )NOT MUCH SENSE 
STONE WAS PICKING UP WHAT'S 
VALUABLE —~ LEFT -EXCEPT THAT 


MIGHT CALL A 
PECULIAR YEN FOR 
BLOODSTONES ! 


GREAT SCOTT! IT’S ARCHED 

AND GAPING -- IT'S A CAVE 

y AND SOMETHING'S 
COMING OUT! 


BLAZES -- THE IT'S GONE-- 
BLOODSTONE! 


SMASHED 
TOA 


POWDER! 


LATE THE FOLLOWING NIGHT-- 
WAITING IN HUSHED DARKNESS. | 47-4 SLOW HOUR PASSES 


HEAVY WITH THE THREAT OF 
‘SURE, IT'S NORMAL TO USE IMPENDING TERROR 
LIGHTS -- BUT THAT MIGHT STRANGE -- WHAT AM I LOOKING AT? 
INDICATE I’M AFRAID—AND ¥] | THERE'S NOTHING BUT DARKNESS— 
IMPLANT THAT SHE-FIEND'S BUT IT SEEMS TO HAVE DEPTH-AND’ 

POWER OF SUGGESTION 


MOVEMENT! 


DO YOU WONDER 
Listed FOUND I MIGHT 
HAVE KNOWN... 
NO MATTER WHERE 
I GO— THIS IS AN 
EVIL THAT CAN'T 
BE ELUDED! 


OKAY, YOU'RE HERE -- BUT WHAT'LL 
IT GET YOUT A PHANTOM CAN'T 
USE FANGS! 


NOT YET! BUT MY 
SPIRIT WILL BE A LURE YOU 
CANNOT RESIST-- DRAWING 
YOU TO THE SPOT WHERE 


NooE SANT FCN! BUTT CAN 
HOPE -- HOPE TH: ONE 
THAT CAVE'S | SMALL CHANCE WILL 


EXERTING 
AN EVIL 


ATTRACTION 


I CAN'T 


FIGHT OFF! 


AN HOUR LATER -- LIKE A THING ENSLAVED 
IN WILL AND BODY -- 

I KNOW IT WILL BE AN \HAA! DID I SPEAK 

ORDEAL --SOMETHING \TRULY? YOU WILL HATE 

THAT'LL MAKE MY FLESH } ME-- YOU WILL BE 


CREEP --BUT I CAN'T _/REPELLED--BUT YOU 
& WILL OBEY MY 


EVERY BIDDING! 


\/ HERE'S A TOAST TO TONIGHT! IT WILL BRING 
EITHER A BONDAGE WORSE THAN DEATH TO 
ME -- OR IF A LONG SHOT 


AGAIN, THE HOT BREATH OF EV/L PANTS DOW/ 
AND AS THE VAMPIRE DRAWS NEAR 


Py AND Now. 
= ay N 


YES--I MUST OBEY! BUT \ANP YOU HOPE FOR TWAT 
~WHEN I LOVE YOU AS 


WITH A HOLD NOT EVEN 


YOU CAN MATCH-~ LOVED? NO, YOU WILL NOT 


DIE~AS LONG AS I CAN 
DRAW YOU CLOSE ~- 
A. TOWARD MY FANGS! 
~ 3 


i 


THAT'S WHAT 


DEATH, 
MONSTER -- 


N THE NEXT INSTANT-- WITH A CRY THAT TAPERS 
OFF INTO THE TWITTER OF A STRICKEN BAT- 


YOU-- AND WHEN I THINK ) ARE YOU SURE IT’S 
THAT? OR COULD IT 


OF HOW I WILL ENSLAVE 
YOU -- IT MAKES ME 
GIDDY WITH DELIGHT! 


WHAT HAVE YOU SAVED BY OUTWITTING 
I MEANT BY |ME--YOUR LIFE? IF I MUST DIE, MY 
FINAL FURY WILL BE SPENT IN TEARING 
gx YOU APART! IF THIS MUST 

7 BE MY TOMB-- 

IT WILL BE STAINED 


FOR A MOMENT, GARY PEERS INTO THE CLEFT-- AND) 
THEN — STEPPING OUT INTO A MOONLIGHT PURGED 


OF FEAR-~ 
WHO COULD DENY SHE WAS EVIL 
AFTER KNOWING WHAT HAPPENED TO M&? 
AND WHO COULD DOUBT SHE WAS ANC/ENT-- £ 
WATCHING HER DIE—AND THEN FINDING 
ANOTHER 
SKELETON IN 
@ THE VAMPIRE’S 
GRAVE? 


FREE! 


GIANT AMERICAN EAGLE MURAL 
IN FULL COLOR FOR YOUR HOME! 


teu | WITH 4 LARGE FULL COLOR aie 
$5 EACH AMERICAN SOLDIER PRINTS! 50%... 


In Art Stores 


‘The exquisite giant American Eagle Mural is free! 
Over 3 feet wide! Makes a fabulous wall decoration 
over sofa, mantelpiece or doorway. Murals this size 
actually Sell for up to $5 each in art stores. This 
beautiful art treasure is yours free. 

‘The 4 American Soldiers are richly decorative in the 
glorious full color uniforms of a bygone American 
era. Each is 14 inches high. Make a lovely grouping. 
‘The small illustrations cannot possibly show the 
beauty and color they will add to your home, Send 
for yours today. 

Offer May Not Be Repeated This Season 
We urge you to take advantage of this unusual 
FREE MURAL offer now. Supplies are limited. All 
4 prints are only $2 and the American Eagle Mural 
is included free. Money back if not thrilled. But 
send today. 


© RLV. Sales Inc. 1967 


Soiree 


AMAZING *1 ART OFFER! 


Never Shown Before 


4 Glorious Paintings Reproduced in 
Spectacular Full Color For Your Home 


Major Lance Hawker's 
DE HAVILLAND D.H. 2 


Lt. Morton T. Seligman's 
CURTISS GOSHAWK F11C-2 


Frank Hawks’ 
HEDDON JENNY 


Add Adventure to Your Home 
With These Classic Aeroplane Art Prints! 


All 4 Large Prints Only *1 


RT y SALES, INC. 1967 


These superb art prints are exciting conversation starters. You can imagine the glories of these amazing men of pioneer 
flight. The art prints of those magnificent men in their classic but often clattery flying machines will roar you into many flights 
of fancy. They're pure adventure. The daring heroics will come alive when these prints decorate your home, office or club. 


You can almost hear the roar of excitement in these magnificent repro- 
ductions of the spectacular full color paintings. You cannot truly appre- 
ciate the beauty of the large and glorious prints from the small color 
miniatures above, The art prints are richly and meticulously detailed. 
We have shown one painting larger (all 4 are the same size) to indicate 
the intricate detailing and excitement of this set. 


OFFER MAY NOT BE REPEATED THIS SEASON 
Supply is limited. We urge you to order your full color reproductions 
now while the supply lasts. We will send you all four reproductions for 
the amazing low price of $1 plus 25¢ postage. Each fine printis 11” x 14". 
You will be delighted with the glorious color and excitement these 4 
classic aeroplane prints will add to your home, office or club, This is 
your only chance to order. Be sure to fill out coupon and mail at once, 


poor re ees 
| Brookbridge Art Print Co., Inc. ' 

261 Fifth Ave. ! 
| New York, N.Y. 10016 I 


| piease send me the 4 Classic Aeroplane prints 11” x 14” size | 


| for just $1 plus 25¢ for postage on full money-back guarantee | 
if am not delighted, | 
J Fnelosed i8 $2.02. eeseeeseseees (Please Print) 
| Name “| 
| Address ossebvneny er | 
City ... State =: Tipe | 


I asians 3 
|G SAVE! SPECIAL OFFER: Order three sets of 4 prints for only | 
12:50. ("ou save $1.26). Extra sets make great gifts, 


poe ape Ss a re ee eel 


